




 ORDER OF SERVICE 

 CARILLON PRELUDE 

 Francesca Hellerman ‘23, Seamus Connor ‘23, Carillonneurs 

 ORGAN PRELUDE 

 Verset  Giovanni Battista Martini 
 Quand Jésus naquit à Noël  Jean-Jacques Beauvarlet-Charpentier 

 Max Wang ‘26 

 The Holy Boy  John Ireland 

 Tim Pyper, College Organist 

 PROCESSIONAL CAROL  Once in Royal David’s City 

 Verse 1: Katharine Cook ‘24 (4 p.m.), Carolyn Mielke ‘23 (7 p.m.) 

 Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
 Where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed: 

 Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 

 Verse 2: Concert Choir 

 He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
 And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; 

 With the poor, and mean, and lowly, lived on earth our Savior holy. 

 Please join in singing Verses 3 & 4: 



 GREETING 

 PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION  (in unison) 

 O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the 
 brightness of the true Light: Grant that we, who have known 
 the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy this mystery 
 perfectly in heaven; where with you, the Incarnate Son and the Holy Spirit 
 lives and loves in the mystery of the Trinity in glory everlasting. Amen 

 THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                                     Isaiah 64:1-9 

 The prophet speaks of the anguish of the people, and their hope for deliverance. 

 Readers: 
 Keenan Chenail, Project Manager, O�ce of Planning, Design & Construction (4 p.m.) 

 Anne Skinner, Senior Lecturer in Chemistry, Emerita (7 p.m.) 



 ANTHEM  O Frondens Virga  Hildegard of Bingen 

 O frondens virga, 
 in tua nobilitate stans 
 sicut aurora procedit: 
 nunc gaude et letare 

 et nos debiles dignare 
 a mala consuetudine liberare 
 atque manum tuam porrige 

 ad erigendum nos. 

 O blooming branch, 
 you stand upright in your nobility, 

 as breaks the dawn on high: 
 Rejoice now and be glad, 

 and deign to free us, frail and weakened, 
 from the wicked habits of our age; 

 stretch forth your hand 
 to lift us up aright. 

 Concert Choir 

 THE SECOND LESSON  Luke 1:26-38 

 The angel Gabriel announces to Mary the fullness of time. 

 Reader 
 Natalie R. Montoya-Barnes, Center and Program Coordinator, Davis Center 

 CAROL  A Tender Shoot  Kerensa Briggs 

 A tender shoot hath started 
 Up from a root of grace, 

 As ancient seers imparted, 
 From Jesse’s holy race, 

 It blooms without a blight, 
 Blooms in the cold bleak winter, 
 Turning our darkness into light. 

 This shoot Isaiah taught us 
 From Jesse’s root should spring; 

 The Virgin Mary brought us 
 The branch of which we sing; 

 Our God of endless might 
 Gave her this child to save us, 

 Thus turning darkness into light. 

 Chamber Choir 



 THE THIRD LESSON  Luke 2:1-20 

 When the time is come, the holy birth is revealed first to shepherds. 

 Reader 
 Anthony Montoya, parishioner, St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church, North Adams 

 CAROL  A Stable Lamp is Lighted  David Hurd 

 A stable lamp is lighted 
 Whose glow shall wake the sky; 

 The stars shall bend their voices, 
 And every stone shall cry. 
 And every stone shall cry, 

 And straw like gold shall shine; 
 A barn shall harbor heaven, 

 A stall become a shrine. 

 This child through David's city 
 Shall ride in triumph by; 

 The palm shall strew its branches, 
 And every stone shall cry. 
 And every stone shall cry, 

 Though heavy, dull, and dumb, 
 And lie within the roadway 
 To pave his kingdom come. 

 Yet he shall be forsaken, 
 And yielded up to die; 

 The sky shall groan and darken, 
 And every stone shall cry. 
 And every stone shall cry 
 For stony hearts of men: 

 God's blood upon the spearhead, 
 God's love refused again. 

 But now, as at the ending, 
 The low is lifted high; 

 The stars shall bend their voices, 
 And every stone shall cry. 
 And every stone shall cry, 

 In praises of the child 
 By whose descent among us 
 The worlds are reconciled. 

 Concert Choir 

 Nate Welsh ‘26, piano 

 MEDITATION  Fear Not 



 CAROL  In the Bleak Midwinter 

 OFFERTORY:  Diana Sobolieva ‘25 
 Donations will support Berkshire Immigrant Center and Jewish Family Services of Western 
 Massachusetts, two organizations that help welcome people who are refugees and immigrants to the 
 Berkshires. 

 THE FOURTH LESSON  Matthew 2:1-15 

 Sages led by a star encounter the power of evil and the Epiphany of Love. 

 Readers: 
 Amanda Wilcox, Chair and Professor of Classics (4 p.m.) 

 Tamanika T. Steward, Associate Dean for Sophomore Year Students 
 and Director of Transfer and Non-Traditional Students Services (7 p.m.) 



 CAROL  Betelehemu  Wendell Whalum 

 Theo Cohen ‘23, Joel Nicholas ‘23, Kevin Pepin ‘25, percussion 

 Awa yiori Baba gbojule 
 Awa yiori Baba fehenti 

 Nibo labi Jesu 
 Nibo lagbe bii 

 Betelehemu ilu ara 
 Nibe labi Baba o daju 

 Iyin nifuno 
 Adupe fun o jooni 

 Baba oloreo 
 Iyin fun o Baba 
 Baba toda wasi 

 We are glad we have a Father to trust 
 We are glad we have a Father to rely on 

 Where was Jesus born? 
 Where was he born? 

 In Bethlehem the city of wonder 
 That is where the Father was born for sure 

 Praise be to Him 
 We thank you for the day 

 Gracious Father 
 Praise to you Father 

 Merciful Father 

 Concert Choir 

 A PRAYER FOR THE WORLD 
 Cathy McPartland ‘26 (4 p.m.) 
 Connor Patrick Connolly ‘26 (4 p.m.) 
 Alexis Poindexter ‘23 (7 p.m.) 
 Sarah Gantt ‘23 (7 p.m.) 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER  (the congregation, in unison) 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
 Thy kingdom come. 
 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



 CAROL  Now May We Singen  Cecilia McDowall 

 Refrain: 
 And thus it is, 
 Forsooth y-wis 

 He asketh nought but that is His. 
 Now may we singen as it is 
 Quod puer natus est nobis. 

 The Babe to us that now is born 
 Wonderful works He hath y-wrought, 

 He will not loss that was forlorn 
 But boldly gain it brought 

 This bargain lovèd He right well; 
 The price was high and bought full dear. 

 Who would su�er and for us feel, 
 And did that Prince withouten peer? 

 His ransom for us hath y-paid, 
 Good reason have we to be His, 

 Be mercy ask'd and He be prayed; 
 Who may deserve the heavenly bliss. 

 To some purpose God made man, 
 I trust well to salvation. 

 What was His blood that from Him ran, 
 But fence against damnation? 

 Almighty God in Trinity, 
 Thy mercy we pray with whole heart; 

 Thy mercy may all woe make fell, 
 And dangerous dread from us to start. 

 Chamber Choir 



 THE FIFTH LESSON  John 1:1-16 

 Saint John ponders the mystical convergence of God’s holy time and human time. 

 Readers: 
 Gretchen Long, Dean of the College, 

 Frederick Rudolph '42 - Class of 1965 Professor of American Culture (4 p.m.) 
 Dylan Safai ‘26 (7 p.m.) 

 CAROL  The Word Was God  Rosephanye Powell 

 In the beginning was the Word, 
 and the Word was with God, 

 and the Word was God. 
 The same was in the beginning with God. 

 All things were made by him; 
 and without him was not anything made that was made. 

 Concert Choir 

 BENEDICTION 



 CAROL  Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 POSTLUDE  The Williams College Handbell Choir 



 OUR OFFERINGS TONIGHT – 

 Lessons and Carols has been a Williams College tradition since the mid 1960s. Tonight we are 
 both continuing this  tradition and forging new paths through celebration and remembrance of the 
 Christmas story. Many of our families tell of Christmas memories – many of which are hopeful and 
 cheerful times with friends and family. However, some of those memories took place in the context of 
 historical times of struggle: Depression, World Wars, di�culties caused by immigration restrictions or 
 overt racism and sexism. We are in one of those times. How do we hold the tension between new 
 memories with friends and family and di�cult issues a�ecting the entire globe? 

 The Christmas story occurs within the tension of a beautiful moment with friends and family in 
 the context of great social unrest. The Holy Family are travelers from another land – immigrants, whose 
 journey was initiated by changes in the social political landscape of Roman occupied Judea. And yet, a 
 chorus of angels appears – terrifying at �rst, but later proclaiming to the shepherds and the family  saying, 
 “ Fear not!” I invite you into this space to ponder this story and the nature of the tension between fear and 
 joy  that often comes with holiday seasons,  regardless of faith or no faith. Join us as we consider together 
 how we can be present for the ones we love while we are surrounded by all sorts of uncertainty. 

 We invite you to participate in many ways tonight. Please enjoy the readings and the music, the 
 quiet and the stillness. May this be a space of quiet re�ection as you think about what parts of the 
 Christmas story speak to you. Students will lead us in A Prayer for the World. We also invite you to 
 participate by contributing to the free-will o�ering to t  he Berkshire Immigrant Center, Jewish Family 
 Services and local food pantries. During the service,  Diana Sobolieva ‘25, a student from Ukraine, will 
 share about her and her family’s experiences during these times of global  unrest. She will also share about 
 the work of the Berkshire Immigrant Center, especially their work with Jewish Family Services and their 
 refugee resettlement e�orts.  Ushers in the entryway  will have baskets to receive your gifts; checks can be 
 made payable to Williams College – with the memo "Lessons & Carols". 
 Thank you for all of your generosity to these services! 



 OUR SINCERE THANKS – 

 Lessons and Carols would not have been possible without the generous support of many people at 
 the college and in the community. We are particularly grateful to the students in the Concert and 
 Chamber Choirs whose hard work and participation in the college’s choral program is a testament to their 
 love of music and the continuation of the choral tradition of sacred music. We are also grateful for the 
 gifts and talents of the Organ students, the Carillonneurs, and the Handbell Choir. There are so many to 
 thank but we would like to thank Anna Lenti and the Concert and Chamber Choirs, Carillonneurs 
 Francesca Hellerman and Seamus Connor, the Handbell Choir, organists Tim Pyper and Max Wang, 
 pianist Nate Welsh, the ushers, lectors, crucifer and of course, the congregation! We would like to also 
 thank Keith Forman and Je� Miller for their technical assistance and leadership. Our use of Live 
 Streaming started during the second COVID Lessons & Carols and we will continue using this 
 technology this year. Thank you live streaming audience for joining our service. Thanks to the TMC 
 custodial team- Ricky Harrington, Kris Roepell, Matt Sadlow, and Ann Vol�-  for tending to the 
 necessary preparations for this event. Thanks to Kim Brown and Cate Chesbrow  in Print Services for 
 printing the program and to Sarah Ling who designed the poster and cover. Thank you Catholic Chaplain 
 Bridget Power, and the students from Williams Catholic and Williams Christian Fellowship  for writing 
 “A Prayer for the World.” A special thanks to Chaplains’ O�ce Administrative Coordinator Rose Wallent 
 for helping make this event possible with your coordination and care!  Thanks to Mt. Williams 
 Greenhouses for the lovely poinsettias and wreaths, and to Dining Services for the holiday cookies. 

 NOTES ON LESSONS AND CAROLS – 

 This service, instituted at Williams in the mid-1960’s by Chaplain John Eusden and Professor of Music 
 Kenneth Roberts, is modeled on the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols held every year since 1918 on 
 Christmas Eve in the Chapel of King’s College, Cambridge. 

 Once in Royal David’s City  , the traditional processional  carol in our service as at King’s College, was 
 published in 1848 by the Irish poet Cecil Frances Alexander, set to the tune  Irby  and harmonized by  A. H. 
 Mann, Choirmaster of King's College Chapel when the Lessons and Carols Service was instituted there. 

 The poem  In the bleak midwinter  was written in 1872  by Christina Rossetti, originally published under 
 the title  A Christmas Carol  . The famous musical setting  sung tonight was composed in 1906 by Gustav 
 Holst. 



 Charles Wesley’s 1739 text  Hark, how all the Welkin  rings  was revised in the 1750s by George White�eld 
 into the carol we know today:  Hark, the herald angels  sing.  The music is adapted from Felix 
 Mendelssohn’s 1840  Festgesang. 

 LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 We respectfully acknowledge that Williams College stands on the ancestral homelands of the 
 Stockbridge-Munsee Mohicans, who are the Indigenous peoples of the region now called 
 Williamstown. Following tremendous hardship after being forced from their valued homelands, 
 they continued as a sovereign Tribal Nation in Wisconsin, which is where they reside today. We 
 pay honor and respect to their ancestors past and present as we commit to building a more 
 inclusive and equitable space for all. 



 LESSONS & CAROLS 
 PARTICIPANTS 

 Seamus Connor ‘23, Francesca Hellerman ‘23,  Carillonneurs 

 Dr. Tim Pyper,  organ 
 Max Wang ‘26,  organ 
 Nate Welsh ‘26,  piano 

 Diana Sobolieva ‘25 
 Berkshire Immigrant Center and Jewish Family Services of Western Massachusetts 

 Bridget Power,  Catholic Chaplain 
 The Rev. Valerie Bailey Fischer,  Chaplain to the  College & Protestant Chaplain 

 Lectors 
 Keenan Chenail, Project Manager, O�ce of Planning, Design & Construction 

 Anne Skinner, Senior Lecturer in Chemistry, Emerita 
 Natalie R. Montoya-Barnes, Center and Program Coordinator, Davis Center 

 Anthony Montoya, parishioner, St. Elizabeth’s Catholic Church, North Adams 
 Amanda Wilcox, Chair and Professor of Classics 

 Tamanika T. Steward, Associate Dean for Sophomore Year Students 
 and Director of Transfer and Non-Traditional Students Services 

 Gretchen Long, Dean of the College, 
 Frederick Rudolph '42 - Class of 1965 Professor of American Culture 

 Dylan Safai ‘26 

 A Prayer for the World 
 Cathy McPartland ‘26 (4 p.m.) 

 Connor Patrick Connolly ‘26 (4 p.m.) 
 Alexis Poindexter ‘23 (7 p.m.) 

 Sarah Gantt ‘23 (7 p.m.) 



 THE WILLIAMS COLLEGE CONCERT CHOIR 

 Anna Lenti,  Director 

 Soprano 

 Ellie Beams ‘25* 
 Ashley Bianchi (sta�) 
 Madeline Birknes ‘25 
 Ingrid Colafati ‘26 
 Katharine Cook ‘24 
 Riya Juneja ‘26* 
 Lea Obermüller ‘25* 
 Caroline Orphanos ‘23 
 Anagha Purohit ’26 
 Sydney Rutherford ‘26 
 Sarah Taïwé ‘26 
 Janneke van de Stadt (faculty) 
 Qi Wang ‘26 
 Emma Yale ‘26 

 Alto 

 Vivian L. Berard ‘26 
 Margo Cramer ‘26 
 Lucy Cumming ‘25 
 Cynthia Guo (faculty) 
 Emily Ham ‘23* 
 Yona Kruger ‘25 
 Yuri Lee ‘26 
 Carolyn Mielke ‘23* 
 Rosie Pelosky ‘26 
 Leah Rosenman ‘25* 
 Stella Rothfeld ‘26* 
 Katie Sanborn ‘26* 

 Tenor 

 Satya Benson ‘26* 
 Cooper Johnson ‘26* 
 Ben Loudenslager ‘26* 
 Garrett Makosky ‘26* 
 Joel Pattison (faculty) 
 Noah Robie ‘26* 
 Vincent Tocci ‘26 
 Harry Wilcox ‘23 
 Nate Welsh ‘26* 

 Bass 

 James Blasdell ‘25* 
 Samuel Boyce ‘24* 
 Theo Cohen ‘23* 
 Brij Howard-Sarin ‘26 
 Miles Kodama ‘26 
 Aidan McMahon ‘26* 
 Peter Miles ‘24 
 Cooper Stuntz ‘24 

 *indicates member of Chamber Choir 

 THE WILLIAMS HANDBELL CHOIR 

 Nicole Albright ‘25 
 Maya Barr ‘26 

 Seamus Connor ‘23 
 Rachel Schmidt ‘25 

 Ava Solis ‘26 
 Samantha Strickland ‘26 




